
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies   
Taught with Science unit Needs of Living Things; Animals  

Unit Title: In and Around our World                                                                          Unit: 2 

Target Course/Grade Level: 1
st
 Grade                                                                      Timeline: 8-10 weeks 

Unit Summary  

Students will explore other countries around the world and discover similarities and differences within 

cultures and communities. During the exploration, students identify how people’s needs are met using 

resources that are available to them.  

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: literacy, art, music, math, science, character education 

Character Education: respect, tolerance, diversity, fairness, etc. 
Art extensions: paper doll activity using a variety of artistic media 
Music extensions: Tom Chapin CD Around the World and Back Again 
Math lessons: temperature, measurement, word problems, money 
Language Arts – fictional writing activities, role playing, expository writing, reading 
Science – weather, climate, basic needs, environmental issues, resources 

 

21
st
 century themes and skills: global awareness, cultural competence, critical & creative thinking 

Unit Rationale 

This unit allows the opportunity for exposure to basic map skills, creating an awareness of the needs of 

other people in the world, and an appreciation of various cultures of the world. 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape 
the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that 

reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and 
global communities. 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, 

collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and 
workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
9.2 Personal Financial Literacy: All students will develop skills and strategies that promote personal 
and financial responsibility related to financial planning, savings, investment, and charitable giving in 
the global economy. 

Content Statements 

 The world is comprised of nations that are similar to and different from the United States. 

 Spatial thinking and geographic tools can be used to describe and analyze the spatial patterns 
and organization of people, places, and environments on Earth. 

 People make decisions based on their needs, wants, and the availability of resources. 

 Availability of resources affects economic outcomes. 

 Cultures include traditions, popular beliefs, and commonly held values, ideas, and assumptions 
that are generally accepted by a particular group of people. 

 The cultures with which an individual or group identifies change and evolve in response to 
interactions with other groups and/or in response to needs or concerns. 

 People view and interpret events differently because of the times in which they live, the 
experiences they have had, the perspectives held by their cultures, and their individual points 
of view. 

 Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individual and group goal 



setting and problem solving. 

 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve 
the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.4.A.14 Describe how the world is divided into many nations that have their own governments, 
languages, customs, and laws. 

6.1.4.B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps, and determine 
when the information may be useful. 

6.1.4.B.2 Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial relationship of places in 
New Jersey, the United States, and other areas, worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion 
and economic interdependence. 

6.1.4.C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions 
made by individuals, communities, and nations. 

6.1.4.C.9 Compare and contrast how access to and use of resources affects people across the world 
differently. 

6.1.4.D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people. 

6.1.4.D.18 Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than one culture. 

6.1.4.D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with different 
cultural or individual perspectives. 

9.2.4.B.1 Differentiate between financial wants and needs.  

9.1.4.B.1 Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that foster 
creative thinking. 

9.1.4.A.2 Evaluate available resources that can assist in solving problems.  

Unit Essential Questions 

 How does where you live affect who you 
are? 

 How and in what ways are we affected by 
where we are located on the Earth?   

 Do cultures need other cultures to 
survive?  Why?  How? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 All people share the planet and have a 

responsibility toward it. 
 All humans have the same basic needs 

which may be met differently according to 
where they live. 

 Children around the world are similar in 
many ways even though they may look 

different. 

 Some countries are close to the USA while 
others are far away.   

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 
 Recognize that people live in many different places throughout the world. 
 Explain that people everywhere have the same basic needs but may meet them differently by using the 

resources available to them. 
 Locate countries being studied on a map or globe. 
 Distinguish the difference between a country and a continent. 
 Compare and contrast children in different countries to themselves in terms of family, food, clothing, 

music, art, language, homes and customs. 
 Explore how all people use language to communicate. 
 Discover that people in different countries exchange goods and services. 
 Identify the basic goods and services a family needs for everyday life.  
 Explain how the products individuals eat, wear, and use impact their health and safety and the 

environment. 
 Participate in activities such as dance, literature, drama, song, and games that represent various cultures. 
 Explain that the globe is a model of the earth and maps are representations of local and distant places. 
 Explain how the present is connected to the past. 
 Determine locations of places and interpret information available on maps and globes. 
 Use thematic maps and other geographic representations to obtain, describe, and compare spatial patterns 

and information about people, places, regions, and environments. 
 Distinguish fact from fiction. 
 Use evidence to support an idea in a written and/or oral format. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

Students create a country or location/place and describe the physical characteristics of the place and 
people to include, but not limited to:  home, transportation, clothing, food, resources, location, climate, 
topography, geography.  Students will choose a medium through which to introduce and present this 
new country (writing, drawing, speaking…).  Students can present to class or in small groups. 
Evaluation will include how the people of this imaginary country survive using resources from its 
environment. Timeline: 1 week (Blooms: Evaluation) 

Cultural dressing game: Utilizing student belongings (send note home in advance requesting various 
items, i.e., boots, sandals, long-sleeved shirt, raincoat, tank top, etc). 1. Students individually choose 
a card with country name.  2. Students locate country on globe, read latitude and longitude, determine 

characteristics of location.  3. 5-10 minutes to evaluate which selection of clothing would be most 
appropriate for living in that place.  4.  Two students at a time approach clothing selection, select 
appropriate clothing, explain  (Blooms: Analysis) 

 

 

 

Equipment needed: Maps, globes, easel, atlases, paper/pencils, travel journals, computers 

with internet access 

 

Teacher Instructional Resources: 

Expository/non-fiction texts 
    On the Same Day in March by Marilyn Singer 
    A Life Like Mine by DK Publishers 
    If the World Were a Village by David J. Smith 

    Whoever You Are by Mem Fox 

     
Text chosen for specific locations 
    Series: Our Amazing Continents  (Millbrook Press) *Countries may change year to year, depending 
on student interest and choice, therefore, literature will vary 
    Series: New True Book Series (available in school library) 
 

Tom Chapin CD Around the World and Back Again 

 

 

Formative Assessments 

 journal entries  

 questioning strategies (thumbs up, exit passes) 

 observations 

 reflections (written and/or verbal) 

 expository writing 

 

 

Integration of Technology: smartboard, websites, computer, Elmo, stereo, video, DVD, CD 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

earth.google.com/  

unitedstreaming.com 



youtube.com 

http://64.23.8.93/index.html (Tom Chapin) 

kids.nationalgeographic.com/ 

worldbookonline.com 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

 Offer opportunities for utilizing multiple learning styles for demonstrating skills and performing 

skills 

 Providing below, above, and on-grade level materials for all learners 

 

 

Teacher Notes: 

 

Taught with Science Unit Needs of Living Things; Animals  

 

 

http://64.23.8.93/index.html

